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THE SQUIRREL  

I have just given out the T-Shirts for Dance Live and the children are 

very excited but also very proud to be part of the Dance Live team. 

They have worked very hard over the past months but particularly 

this last week to try and polish the final performance. All the 

information has been sent out to all the families and I will look 

forward to seeing you at the Fishbourne Car Ferry tomorrow at 

10.15am at the drop off section ready to board the ferry. I have to say 

a very grateful thank you to all the staff who have volunteered their 

time to support the children to have this fabulous experience and 

opportunity. Often, on the night before Dance Live I dream of the 

next performance. However, this happened a few nights ago. Our 

Autumn term curriculum focus is going to look at ‘100 Years of The 

BBC’ and I thought this would be a great Dance Live performance to 

pick out poignant news stories over the last 100 years. I have spoken 

to Mary and we may begin this a little earlier than Autumn and start 

the sign up process after Easter for Years, 2, 3 , 4 and 5. I am even 

more excited that not only do we have a show to do tomorrow but 

next year’s is playing out in my mind too.  

In school this week, we have had a full on experience from the 

Wonderfell Theatre that worked with Year 1 last Friday through to 

author visits and book signings, Dance Live, training for teachers 

across the Isle of Wight, Swimming, Sports Events, Ballet, Drums 

and Guitars to share just a few of the wonderful experiences the 

children have had opportunity to share in. It is just lovely! Thank you 

so much to all the families who have already supported our Forest 

School Days in school. I am truly grateful for your continued support 

of our school in such tricky times.  

I think that we were all a little bit shocked with Boris’s 

announcement yesterday that all Covid restrictions in England may 

be ceased by the end of February. As a school, we have been really 

pleased to maintain our bubbles and procedures which have enabled 

our numbers to be really low and meant we have not had to close a 

year group or a class. Currently in school, we have 1 adult and 12 

children across the school with positive PCRs. I am not going to be in 

a hurry to change procedures completely and I do feel Easter would 

be a good time to introduce more mixing of bubbles and changing 

some of the Covid procedures we have in school. I want to talk to 

Team Lanesend and gather their views before making any changes for 

the whole school. It will take quite a mindset shift moving forward. 

Next week in school, which is our final week before half term, is a 

quiet one for us! We have our inter-house spelling competition in 

year groups throughout the week. This year we have introduced a 

new spelling programme alongside our Pointless Spelling and phonic 

learning. We are hoping that it is going to have the impact that we 

want. It is important the children learn spellings and can be able to 

visualise and say them out loud as well as writing them. Your support 

at home for this is always valued. It really is the repeating of these 

foundations which secure children’s knowledge and the skill of being 

able to recite spellings out loud.    

Thank you for completing the Family Survey the information we get 

is really helpful in supporting our development. You will find the 

School Evaluation Form and the School Improvement Plan for January 

2022-2023 on our website and this has now been updated since our 

cyber-attack and shows four very clear focus areas for us which are 

Diversity, Finance, Outcomes and STEAM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art and Maths). Talking about STEAM we are working 

with a small group of children in Year 6 on the Formula One Project 

and would be really interested if there are any engineers who are 

interested in helping with this project. We would love to get our 

families involved and to utilise your expertise in designing the fastest 

Formula One car in the competition.  

After half term we return to school on Monday 28th February for six 

weeks until the Easter break. We have now reached the half way 

mark in this Academic Year and we have done so much in such a 

short time. It has been amazing. I really do feel the children have had 

some really positive childhood experiences and the teaching and 

learning in school is smart and focused. I would like to focus on 

school uniform and make sure that it is looking smart and lovely too. 

It is having the expectation that we value and belong to an 

extraordinary school that we all love so much (I really do!) 

We sent out the link for the consultation for the October half term 

2023. As a school, we sent a survey last term regarding this and the 

results were strong that families wanted to keep the two weeks in 

October for our community. It is really important that this is shared 

on this consultation so the Local Authority has a clear understanding 

about what works best for our Island. I would love to see a complete 

revamp of our school year, especially as the better weather tends to 

be June and July now. I would like to have equal terms and two 

weeks off each break because I really feel this benefits the children 

and the staff. I would be interested to see how you would like to see 

the school year. Life has changed so much since the factories closed 

and everyone was needed for the Harvest.  

Thank you to those who returned an interest in music tuition. We 

sent out the link to the Island Music Hub who can provide tuition in 

school. However, we do have our own guitar teacher Chris who is in 

on a Friday and Scooby does drumming on a Wednesday which you 

can sign up to. I am also happy to source private teachers if the Music 

Hub does not suit. Please let the office know. However, we have had 

a request to learn to play the harmonica. Do you know anyone who 

teaches harmonica? If you do let me know and we can start a club for 

this in school. 

When we return we have the Speech and Drama Festival, it is 

Shrove Tuesday, our Lanesend Pop Up Forest School begins and we 

have some virtual Woodland Trust talks and much more to come.  

Have a lovely weekend. It is going to get a little chillier and I will see 

the Dance Live children bright and bubbly at 10.15am at the 

Fishbourne Ferry. Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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This Week’s Debate… 

Should everyone using our roads 

learn the Highway Code? 
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Well done to Team Slytherin who are still in the lead for 

the week and the term with a huge lead. 
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Reception— Talk to me about...  Smartie the Penguin and how he keeps safe when using his iPad 
and what it means to persevere. 

 Words to use... Pop ups, difficulty, dream, pride. 

Tips for the week... revisit our maths learning at home of pairs and how pairs are always an even 
number. 

We have been reading... The Gruffalo, Rosie Revere Engineer and Jack and the Beanstalk. 

Year 1— Talk to me about....Andy Goldsworthy's art. What shape does it feature? How have we 
used this in our art? Which are the primary colours?   

Words to use...circular, spiral, colour wheel, natural.  

Tips for the week...Ask me about using the ipads to record our instructions.   

We have been reading...The Twits, Little Red Riding Hood, None the Number.  

Year 2—Talk to me about ... Multiplication 

Words to use … equal groups, lots of, times, arrays.  There are _ equal group of _.  There are _ 
groups altogether. 

Tips for the week... TT Rockstars is a great way to practise our times tables. 

We have been reading... The Secret garden, Wind in the Willows 

Year 3 – TALK TO ME ABOUT  multiplying a two digit number by a one digit number. 

WORDS TO USE  ones, tens, hundreds, column 

TIPS FOR THE WEEK  try spotting deciduous and evergreen trees in your local park or garden. 

WE ARE READING  Jungle Book, by Rudyard Kipling and Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl. 

Year 4—Talk to me about... what equivalent fractions are and how we find them. 

Words to use... evergreen, deciduous, oak, yew, rowan, holly; physical and human features. 

Tips for the week... measure the circumference of a tree using a piece of string, then carefully 
position it against a measuring tape. 

We have been reading... 'The Legend of Podkin One-Ear' by Kieran Larwood. 

Year 6—In English we have been learning how to write dialogue and write with different levels of 
formality in preparation for writing our own narrative journeys. 

In maths we have continued to learn how to solve problems involving decimals, fractions and 
percentages. Ask us if we can turn a fraction into a decimal or what to do if you have a remainder 

and you need to show a decimal number in your answer! 

In topic lessons we have been designing our collages in the style of Megan Coyle. 

We are all absolutely loving reading Katharine Rundell's book The Explorer. 

 

 

Use these prompts with your children at home to start a Conversation about 

their week in school... 
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We will be offering exclusive access to one of our reception 
classrooms and outdoor area every Thursday starting from 3rd 

February 2022. Sessions will run between 10am- 11am and offer 
an opportunity for your child to explore their new learning 

environment before starting school in September 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

We will also be holding after school sessions exclusively for 
children due to start Reception in September 2022. Your child can 
take part in a range of curriculum activities and an opportunity for 

you to meet the Early Years Team. 

 

Art Week: Wednesday 16th February- 

3.15pm-4pm. 

Cookery Week: Tuesday 1st March – 

3.15pm-4pm. 

Music Week: Tuesday 8th March- 

3.15pm-4pm 
 

To express your interest in attending or if you 
require any further information, please email: 

Tabitha Wren, Reception Lead at: 
 tabitha.wren@lanesendpri.iow.sch.uk 

Children due to start school in 
September 2022 are invited to our 

‘Stay and Play’ sessions and 
After School Club. 
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